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February  14,  1973 


Dr,  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46801 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

I  hope  that  by  the  time  this  reaches  you,  you  will  have  concluded  a 
successful  speaking  tour,    I  am  still  looking  forward  to  your  next 
trip  to  Philadelphia  to  say  hello,  and  to  show  you  some  of  the  ma- 
terial I  have  added,  including  a  set  of  the  five  original  Heralds  with 
the  announcements  of  the  assassination,  amongst  many  others. 

I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  my  address  to  the  Lincoln-Civil  War  Society 
of  Philadelphia,  and  would  appreciate  any  comments  that  you  would 
care  to  make.    I  was  just  a  little  harsh  on  Dr.  Angle,  just  to  make  my 
point.    I  think  that  by  now  we  are  pretty  close. 

Your  secretary,  Mrs.  Hubler,  did  answer  me  and  send  me  the  copies 
of  the  Lincoln  Lore  I  requested.    However,  she  must  have  misunder- 
stood one  question.    Bill  Kaland  told  me  that  you  had,  at  one  time, 
published  a  special  bulletin  on  the  re-engraved  heads  of  Lincoln,  And 
if  that  is  still  available  I'd  like  a  copy. 


Most  sincerely 


enc 


THE  INTELLECTUAL  LINCOLN  -  A  PRELIMINARY  ASSESSMENT 
Address  Read  Before  the  Lincoln-Civil  War  Society,  February  10,  1973 


Much  has  been  said  about  Lincoln  and  humor.  There^but  few  authenti- 
cated examples.  The  following  is  quoted  from  The  Lincoln  Treasury,  which 
cites  Ida  Tarbell  as  the  authority. 

"In  1835  Lincoln  campaigned  for  his  election  to  the  Illinois  House  of 
Representatives.    One  of  his  opponents  was  George  Forquer,  an  older  law- 
yer who  had  switched  from  V/hig  to  Democrat  and  who  had  later  become  a 
Democratic  register  of  the  land  office  at  Washington.    P'orquer  had  just 
finished  building  a  frame  house,  the  finest  in  Springfield,  and  had  erected  a 
lightning-rod  on  it  .  .  .  the  first  lightning-rod  in  that  part  of  Illinois. 

"After  Forquer  had  spoken  at  a  mass -meeting,  attacking  Lincoln,  the 
young  candida,te  stepped  quietly  to  the  platform,  and  said: 

"The  gentleman  has  seen  fit  to  allude  to  my  being  a  young  man;  but  he 
forgets  that  I  am  older  in  years  than  I  am  in  the  tricks  and  trades  of  politi- 
cians.   I  desire  to  live,  and  I  desire  to  place  and  distinction;  but  I  v/ould 
rather  die  now  than,  like  the  gentleman,  live  to  see  the  day  that  I  would 
change  my  politics  for  an  office  worth  $3,  OOG.  00  a  year,  and  then  feel  com- 
pelled to  erect  a  lightning-rod  to  protect  a  guilty  conscience  from  a.n  offend- 
ed God." 

My  interest  in  the  Civil  War  began  in  the  middle  1950s.    V/ ith  the 
upcoming  centennial  I  started  to  a-ccumulate  reference  a.nd  pictorial  mater- 
ial because  I  felt  that  there  would  be  a  big  interest  and  that  I  should  have 
the  resources  to  answer,  at  least  part  of  the  call  that  I  was  sure  to  come. 
As  I  searched  and  cataloged,  I  realized  that  one  man  stood  he3.d  and  shoul- 
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